











THE GHOST. 





N° XXXIX. 





FarryLaAnD, WEDNESDAY, September 14. 1796. 





Mi‘ London publifhers have forwarded to me the following letter 
: from the King of the Mofquito Indians, lately arrived in Eng- 
land. I think it neceflary to premife, that it is a genuine communica- 
tion, and not, like many pretended letters of this kind, written by the 
Editor himfelf, under the character of a foreigner. 


ALL KNOWING PHANTOM, 


Permit a royal ftranger, to addrefs to you .a few reflections ‘made 
on his firft arrival in this great capital. Having received intelli- 
gence by a veffel from Jamaica, that war was likely to take place be- 
tween Spain and England, I have confidered it a duty I owe to my 
people, to come in perfon to know the determination of the Great King, 
whether he is willing once more to receive under his royal protection 
a nation who fo long were his faithful allies. The cafe requiring pri- 
vacy, I have kept myfelf difguifed.; and the Minifters of my brother 
George, from reafons of ftate, carefully concealed my arrival. Now, 
c-however, that our natural enemies, thofe blood-thirfty tyrants the Spa- 
niards, have declared war againft my ancient allies, fecrecy is no longer 


neceflary. 





My old friend Colonel D » who commanded the King of Eng- 
land’s troops in my country laft war, having read to me fome of your 
papers, in which I find you receive remarks from Chinefe, Frenchmen, 
Italians, Hottentots, and other foreigners, I beg leave to tranfmit to 
you fome obfervations 1 made on the firft city of the world. 


Captain Craig, in whofe fhip I came over, carried me to an im- 
menfe inn, called the Saracen’s Head. We paffed the evening con- 
verfing on the generofity and humanity of the Englifh nation. I 
went to bed, and flept foundly after my fatigues ; and next morning, 
having gone out into the ftreet before the Captain got up, I faw, to my 
utter aftonifhment, fifteen men hanging on a gallows; and what ftill 
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firuck me more, four of them were failors, and five foldiers, who, al- 
though paid by their King to fight his enemies, had employed themfelves 
in thieving. -Returning.to the inn, Tafked Captain Craig, if this hang- 
ing buiinets happened.every morning: he told me, it was only once in 
fix weeks; and added, it was little enough, as, from an exaét calcula- 
tion, it was lately found, that the number of men in London who got 
their bread folely by ftealing amounted to 29,345 *, befides all the o- 
thers, whofe thefts could not be laid hold of by law. Among the 
Englith failors and merchants at Black River, I had known ma- 
ny rogues; but this perfe@tly aftonifhed me. I deplored the depra- 
vity of a people I had looked up to as the firft in the world; but my 
cuide aflured me, that this at once proceeded from, and marked the 
riches of the country; adding, that in Scotland there were few or no 
thieves, which he faid, laughing, proceeded from their poverty. This 
remark has been repeated to me by others; but I am confident they ei- 
ther wifh to deceive me, or are themfelves mifinformed. Is not the 
number of thefe depredators a proof of the indigence and idlenefs of a 
ereat proportion of fociety? and are not nations more truly rich where 
there is the fmalleft number of perfons driven to this fad neceffity ?- Does 
the periodical repetition of punifhment of fo many wretches deter others, 
or make them prefer want of: food to death ? 
After breakfaft I went to wait upon Colonel D——, with whom 
I meant to go to the King. He received me with all that hofpi- 
tality that I had fo often experienced from him at the Mofquito 
fhore; but told me, that I muft firft pay my refpeéts to Lord Gren- 
ville, which*could not take place till next day. He faid, befides, that 
he could not introduce me; for he was not a favourite at Court: a 
circumftance which much furprifed me, knowing the benefits he had 
rendered his country in the courfe of laft war. He would, he faid, 
however, carry me to a friend, in whofe power it was to procure me 
an interview ; and in the meafi time he propofed to fhew me London. 
I obferved every where in the ftreets immenfe crowds of people running 
in confufion, waggons and carriages, loaded, I fuppofed, with military 
ftores; all which, I concluded, was occafioned by an alarm that the 
Spaniards were going to invade this ifland. I was the more confirmed 
in my conjecture, as the firft place where the Colonel carried me was 
a large open fpace, filled with foldiers. I was, however, informed by 
him, that all this was only the common occupation of the people ; 
that the foldiers were the King’s Guards; and their parade there was 
more for fhew, and to terrify the feditious, than to repel foreign in- 
vaders. As we walked along, I difcerned a number of perfons mingled 
with the crowd, yet very eafily to be diftinguifhed. Thefe were 
young men, in gay drefles, with whips in their hands, and who, by 
their meafured fteps, feemed to have nothing to do. My conductor in- 
formed me, that the great bufinefs of thefe gentlemen was to get rid of 
their time ; that they walked thus every day for hours, merely to fee and 
be feen ; that they were too indolent to do any thing. This furprifed 
me 





* See Philips’s Stritures on the Police of London, vol. 2, p. 21. 
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me much, asI fhould have expefted fuch a defcription of people ra- 

ther to have indulged themfelves by lying down, than undergoing the 
fatigue of walking, and at the fame time being juftled by the bufy 
tradefmen. My friend told me, that a great number of thefe idlers 
were nobles, or men of property; but not a few belonged to the fo- 
ciety of thieves. I was ftruck to fee thefe men drefled like noble- 
men, and mixing with them; and exprefled my wonder, that if known 
they fhould be fuffered to infeft the ftreets. I was, however, foon 
let into the myftery. The Colonel faid, that there being different 
claffes, whofe fpoliation was neceflary to the thieves, they had thought 

it proper to admit into their numerous body perfons of all defcri ip- 
tions, fully aware of the neceflity of employing different means to ac- 
quire the property of others. ‘Thus, among the loweft clafics, they 
find determined ruffians, to make riots in the public ftreets, knock per- 
fons down, pick pockets, and undertake the moft mean and fervile em- 
ployments of the community. Among the fecond fons of country- 

gentlemen, they are never at a lofs to find expert riders, who, accu- 
ftomed to the purfuit of game from pleafure, find it an eafy tranfition, 
when the refources to procure pleafure are gone, to turn their hunters 
into horfes for the road; and in this capacity they are as dextrous 

in {topping the incautious traveller, as they were in catching the timid 

hare. But the higheft clafs of thefe gentlemen are not indeed felected 
from any particular body of men. Among thieves rank is beftowed 
upon merit alone: a man of mean parts muft be contended to do the 
drudgery of the bufinefs, while a perfon of talents foon reaches the 
fummit of his profeflion. Refpected by people of fafhion, he “ labours 
in his vocation,” in gaming houfes, race grounds, and other genteel 
circles. There he fwindles unguarded young men of their money, in 
which he is by no means fingular. Even the very firft gentlemen in 
the land do not difdain to practife thefe arts. In Europe nothing is 
confidered a crime which is performed by the nobility ; and thus gam- 
blers of all defcriptions receive the name of gentlemen. To be a gam- 
bler, is a paflport into the firft company. Unluckily, profeffional 
thieves, from the difficulty of getting rid of early habits, and the vicif- 
fitudes of play, are occafionally driven to the dangerous practice of li- 
terally picking pockets; and when this happens, their company is for- 
faken by their honourable companions, and the law allowed to take its 


courfe. 


My conduéter informed me, that the practice of {poliation is not 
confined to ‘the men. Among the female part of the community are 
to be found thieves, as well honourable as difhonourable. ‘The former, 
having naturally particular advantages, are even more fuccefsful than 
their male counterparts. The Ladies of fafhion who live by the ga- 
ming table, take care, however, not to aflociate with female thieves 
of the lower order, although they do not refufe to admit the gentlemen 


of that profeffion. On the other hand, no gentleman thinks himfelf 


difgraced by attending the parties of lefs reputable females. 


Among my Englith friends on the Mofquito fhore, I had often heard 
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of the Temples in which they worfhipped their God. I was led to fee 
the church called St Paul’s, and was aftonifhed at the ftupenduous fa- 
bric; but ftill more fo to find it almoft entirely empty, except a little 
corner, where about twenty people liftened to the exhortations of the 
parfon. I prefumed that the large unoccupied fpace of this building was 
for the purpofe of occafionally laying up provifions, to prevent a fcar- 
city in this populous town; and it would, no doubt, contain an im- 
menfe number of barrels of beef, flour, and rum; but my guide in- 
formed me, that it lay empty all the year; and the only ufe of it was, 
for people to walk about in when it rained. I was very much pleafed 
with-the mufic; but I did not underftand what was faid; except that 
the gentleman in black affured us, that all thofe who were not Chriftians 
would, after they were dead, be roafted by the devil, upon a large fire ; 
but that, on the contrary, all good Chriftians would fit perpetually a- 
mong the clouds, finging hymns; but he did not fay a word of any 
thing. good they were to get either to eat or to drink; though I have 
no doubt but there muft be plenty of rum. I underftand that a party 
ef thefe gentry whom they call Miffionaries are going out to make 
Chriftians of my fubjects. I fhould obje& againft this to my brother 
George; but I think, if they preach nothing more enticing than what | 
heard, there will be no great danger of their making converts. The truth 
is, I with no innovation in my dominions, unlefs to make our fitua- 
tion more happy; and as the gentleman told. us, that it was the fate 
ef by far the greateft number of mankind to be doomed to perpetual 
burning, I with not fuch terrible and inhuman ideas to be propagated 
among the Mofquito-men. 


My friend told me ke would next carry me to fee fome of the na- 
tives of my country, which furprifed me very much, as I had heard of 
none of them being in England; but I was much more aftonifhed to 
find myfelf in a reom full of Tygers, Monkies, and other wild beatts, 
which are no doubt common enough in my dominions; but we are 
very glad to get rid of as many of them as poflible, inftead of keeping 
and feeding them. Here | find people give money to fee thefe deftruc- 
tive animals; and the more voracious and favage they are, they are the 
more efteemed. Nay, I am told, that.in a place called the Tower, which 
I have not yet been permitted to enter, the King keeps a number of the 
moft mifchievous beafts, which he efteems very highly, and employs 
people to attend at a great expence. I am refolved, as foon as | return 
home, to fend his Majefty fuch a cole@tion’ as cannot fail'to give fa- 
tisfaction to the wifeft of Monarchs. 


I-have 4 great deal more to fay, which I hall tranfmit you here- 
after. 
His 
Kine + Grorce. 
mark. 





Sold by G. Muprz anv Son, South Bridge, Edinburgh ; who receive Communica- 
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tions for.this Paper, poft paid, and addrefled to Mr Phantom. 


alfo be had of Cameron and Mvrvocu, Glafgow, and §. Murray, Rufiel Court, 
London. 
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